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A Pet Owner’s Guide:

Fecal Testing
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Why Is it Important to Perform Clinical Diagnostic Testing

Fecal Testing? . . .
When determining which fecal tests are appropriate to perform,

Parasitic infections can be a constant threat to your pet, so routine your veterinarian will take into account the age, history (including
check-ups and testing are essential. If your pet appears healthy vaccination status), and clinical signs of your pet. While the tests
or is sick, fecal testing can help by detecting many types below are specific for fecal testing, in many cases your veterinarian
of parasites, including: will also recommend blood and urine testing, whether your pet

appears healthy or sick.

Roundworms
Infect: Dogs and cats of all ages (more
commonly puppies and kittens)

O Clinical signs: Diarrhea, vomiting
Zoonotic: Infection can be passed

Fecal Analysis
Y) A test used to screen for gastrointestinal parasites, using a small
sample of your pet’s feces. This test is performed for both well and
sick pets.
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to humans
Giardia Antigen Testing
Hookworms 200, Highly sensitive and specific test that is supplemental to fecal
Infect: Dogs and cats of all ages ﬁ a testing for detection of Giardia antigens in the feces. This test is
Clinical signs: Diarrhea utilized in well pets who are at risk, and sick pets.
Zoonotic: Infection can be passed k}
to humans Canine Parvovirus Antigen Testing
'x' Highly sensitive and specific test for parvovirus in at-risk and sick
Whipworms pets who have clinical signs like diarrhea or vomiting.
@ Infect: Dogs (and rarely cats) k)

Clinical signs: Weight loss, diarrhea

Giardia

Infect: Dogs and cats of all ages

Clinical signs: Diarrhea (especially in kittens
and puppies)

Zoonotic: Although it’s uncommon,
infection can be passed to humans

Coccidia
Infect: Dogs and cats (more common in
puppies and kittens)

Clinical signs: Diarrhea, loss of appetite,
abdominal pain, weight loss

Tapeworms
Infect: Dogs and cats
Clinical signs: Typically no clinical signs;

however, there may be tapeworm segments in
the stool or around the anal area




Understanding Giardiasis

Giardiasis is a common intestinal infection caused by a parasite called
Giardia. Unlike other parasites that are sometimes visible in mature
forms, it is always microscopic.

Infection is most often transmitted by contact with an infected
animal’s feces through contaminated food or water. For dogs and
cats, Giardia has the potential to spread easily in densely populated
animal environments.

Clinical Signs of Giardiasis*

Because Giardiasis affects the gastrointestinal system, you may begin
by seeing some irregularity in your pet’s bowel movements. This can
lead to weight loss if left untreated.

If you have noticed the following signs in your pet, please contact
your veterinarian as soon as possible.

Weight loss

Sudden-onset,
foul-smelling,
intermittent
diarrhea

Soft, frothy,
greasy stools with
excessive mucus

*Clinical signs can apply to both cats and dogs.

Treatment

Fecal testing is used to identify infection and evaluate the best
potential treatment for your pet. Depending on which parasite
is detected, your veterinarian will determine an appropriate
treatment plan for your pet.

Monitoring

Repeat fecal exams are often required to confirm that an infection
has been eliminated. These will likely be the same tests used for
diagnosis, and will help keep your pet happy and healthy.




Ask Your Veterinarian About Diagnostic
Testing for Your Pet

Your veterinarian will be able to detect issues earlier
and treat them sooner with simple diagnostic testing
designed for your pet. Diagnostic testing is also used to
establish a biometric baseline to closely monitor your
pet’s health.

This clinic uses Zoetis diagnostics to aid in the
evaluation of your pet’s health.

Schedule Regular Visits

Routine visits with your veterinarian are the perfect
time for you to ask medical questions, track behavioral
and weight changes, and receive tips for at-home care.

Some topics that may be covered during your

visit include:

e Behavior e Oral health

e Environment e Parasite control

e Elimination e Vaccination

e Nutrition ¢ Diagnostic testing

SCHEDULE YOUR NEXT APPOINTMENT TODAY!

ZOETIS PETCARE

Follow @zoetispetcare @ [}

All trademarks are the property of Zoetis Services LLC or a related company or a licensor unless otherwise noted.
© 2021 Zoetis Services LLC. All rights reserved. DIA-00398.

zoetispetcare.com


https://www.zoetispetcare.com
https://www.instagram.com/zoetispetcare/
https://www.facebook.com/ZoetisPetcare/

